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Deacons 
Calling 

Liturgists 

Greeters 

Prayer Concerns 
 

Mike & Michelle O’Shea, Jeanine Perez, 
Margie Meister, Doug Travis, Susan Beye, 
Shirley Payne, the twins of Chris & Chrissy 
and Ben & Kristi, Deanna Canonge, the 
friends and family of Tom Culkin, and the 
friends and family of Janet Munz. 

December 7    Todd & Becky Webster 
December 14    Phyllis Tipton, Jeanette Franklin    
December 21      Kelly Kinate   
December 28     Shirley Mitchell, Donna Roman 

December 7  Connie Rich 
December 14  Ann Lage    
December 21   Sandie Moore   
December 28   Sandie Moore 

December 7  Anna McKeon   
December 14  Bob & Anne Nussbaum  
December 21   Jill Krieger and Carrie Ferm  
December 28   Jeanette Franklin 

December 7  Spencer & Alyssa Homan  
December 14  Poinsettias    
December 21   Poinsettias  
December 28   Todd & Becky Webster  
   
    

Flowers 

C ommunion 

Holy Communion will be served on Sunday, 
December 7th and at the Christmas Eve Service 
(both by intinction).  Home Communion will be 
served on Tuesday, December 9th. 
 
Deacons Preparing Communion for December 
7th: Kelly & Cindy Kinate  
 
Deacons Preparing Communion for Christmas 
Eve (Intinction): Kelly & Cindy Kinate 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

December Birthdays 
 

2  Kamber Kilgus  
 Joseph Homan 

Harmony Zimmerman 
8 Pam Teske 
 Hayden Breen 
9 Ashley Brining 
11 Tess Ward 
12 Dolan Barnes 
13 Marlene Janssen 
13 Taelyn Bach 
14 Goldia Sasse 
15 Bob Nussbaum 
16 Walt Moore 
17 Eli Corey 
18 Sean O’Donnell 
19 Sarah Dawson  
 Becky Webster 
20 Gene Leffingwell 
 Eileen Sohn 
23 Justin Cox 
24 Bill Fugate 
25 Kathy Ladeairous 
28 Dorothy Householder 
 

 
December Anniversaries 

 

8 Phil & Diane Troehler 
28 Bill & Kay Fugate 

 
If your birthday or anniversary has been omitted, please 

contact the church office. 

 
 

Baptism Day 
 

2 Nathan Addis 
4 Rebecca Nussbaum 
9  Debbie Augsburger 
9 Kara Stuckey 
11 Deanna Hankes 
14 Todd Zehr 
18 Richard Goembel 
18 Heather Rathbun 
18 Rod Stevens 

 
 

Food Pantry Sunday 
Sunday, December 14th 

 
The Deacons have designated 
the second Sunday of every 
month as Food Pantry Sunday. 
 
This month, please help us fill 
the Food Pantry box with 
cleaning and laundry supplies. 
 
This is a very simple way that we as a congregation 
can make a very big impact on the lives of several 
families in the community as we reach out in love 
and serve in Christ’s name.  The Deacons thank you 
for your help with this project. 
 

 
2014 Contributions 

 
All contributions for the year 2014 must be given to 
the church by December 31, 
2014 or mailed in an 
envelope postmarked 
December 31, 2014.  Monies 
received after the start of 
2015 cannot be attributed to 
the 2014 year. 

 
 

Offering Envelopes for 2015 
 
Everyone who gave contributions 
during the 2014 fiscal year will 
receive an offering envelope and 
offering number.  The envelopes will 
be available in the Narthex in 
December.  If you are not interested 
in receiving offering envelopes, 
simply request that the Financial Secretary recycle 
them for you. 
 
 

Annual Report Deadline 
 
Just a reminder: all 
committee reports and 
financial reports for the 
Annual Report are due in the 
church office no later than 
Friday, January 2nd, 2015.     
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

2014 Christmas Joy Offering 
 

Advent and Christmas are times to celebrate the 
arrival of the “true light.”  The Christmas Joy 
Offering is a way to share God’s love all season 
long.  This offering gives us the unique 
opportunity to join in this celebration by 
supporting those in need of help and hope.  This 
Presbyterian tradition has helped many since its 
inception 80 years ago.  Approximately 50% of 
the donated funds honor the faithfulness of 
current and retired church workers when they 
incur a special need resulting from life’s 
challenging circumstances. The balance of the 
offering is used for financial support of 
Presbyterian related racial ethnic schools and 
colleges to help future church leaders achieve 
their professional goals.   All of these schools are 
open to any student regardless of their race.  
These funds help pave the way for future leaders.  
During Advent there will be special envelopes in 
our pews for “The Christmas Joy Offering” from 
Sunday, Nov. 30 to Sunday, Dec. 21.  Please 
consider making a donation to this special cause 
that has great needs and rewards.   

Christmas Cookies  
 

If you have volunteered to bring Christmas 
cookies for the Christmas program, please have 
them to church by the morning of Saturday, Dec. 
13th.  We can also use some additional 
Christmas cookies for Christmas Eve.  If you can 
provide cookies for Christmas Eve, please 
contact Connie Rich.  We will need those 
cookies by the morning of the 24th.  

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 

 
   

It’s That Time of 

Year Again… 

 
It’s that time of year again!  Over the next few weeks 
we will be looking ahead to 2015, which means we will 
be having a lot of sign-ups for the coming year 
available.  Please prayerfully consider how you may be 
called to serve the following ministries: 

Flowers 
 

Have a special day you would like to honor with 
flowers in the church chancel?  Sign-up for the 

date you want, and as it approaches, the church 
office will contact you to find out what you 

want printed in the bulletin.  Flowers can be 
ordered to be delivered through Nature’s 

Designs or Dave’s, or you can bring your own 
arrangement. 

Liturgist 
 

Being liturgist is a simple and  important way to 
participate in worship.  The bulletin is mailed 
to you ahead of time for you to look over and 

Pastor Homan is always happy to help you with 
any questions. 

Fellowship Time Treats 

 
We are always in need of more volunteers 

willing to provide treats for fellowship time.  
There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex if you 

would be able to provide 3 dozen cookies or bars 
(homemade or store bought are both fine). 

Kitchen Duty 
2015 Kitchen duty sign-ups are now available in the 

narthex.  See the PW News page for more details. 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Thank you! 
 
Thank you to everyone who purchased supplies for 
the clean-up kits!  Thanks to you, we were able to 
put together 15 clean-up buckets that will help 
victims of natural disasters across the United 
States.  Unlike other types of kits donated to 
Church World Service, clean-up buckets are only 
used in the U.S.  They contain many items useful in 
cleaning up after floods, hurricanes, and other 
natural disasters.  These kits contain such things as 
gloves, masks, sponges and cleaning supplies. 

 

School Kits 
 

In addition the 15 clean-up buckets that we put 
together with the congregation’s help, PW also 
provided 30 school kits to Church World Service at 
the November Presbytery meeting.  CWS School 
Kits give children buffeted by war, natural disaster 
and poverty some of the basic tools they need to 
learn.  These kits contain such things as paper, 
pencils and crayons.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

KITCHEN DUTY FOR DECEMBER 
Alma Augsburger 

PW Coordinating Team 
 

The next meeting of the PWCT is scheduled for 
December 2nd at the home of Michelle Clemons.  
 

Officers 
Sandy Dawson, Moderator (815-692-3658) 
Michelle Clemons, Vice Moderator (309-662-3711) 
Lisa Kilgus, Secretary (815-692-3956) 
Ann Lage, Treasurer (309-723-4043) 
 

Together in Service Committee  
Alyssa Homan, Jennifer Stuckey, Anna McKeon 
 

Search Committee 
Alma Augsburger, Sara Okai,  
Donna Roman, Wendi Zimmerman 

Kitchen Duty 
 

2015 Kitchen duty sign-ups are now available in the 
narthex.  Duties include: Washing towels and 
dishcloths, keeping refrigerators clean, keeping 
counters clear and keeping floor clean.   



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poinsettias 
 

A sign-up sheet for Christmas poinsettias is now 
available in the narthex.  If you wish to purchase a 
poinsettia, please indicate your name, address, and 
how you would like the poinsettia dedicated in the 
bulletin.  Poinsettia sign-ups are due by November 
30th.  You will be invoiced the cost of the plant from 
Nature’s Designs.  The plants will be displayed 
starting December 14th through Christmas Eve and 
then they can be taken home.  Any plants remaining 
will be taken to Fairview Haven. 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing 
 

Our church will be responsible for ringing the 
Salvation Army bell  all day at Dave’s onTuesday, 
December 2nd; Thursday, December 11th; and 
Wednesday, December 17th.  Please sign-up in the 
narthex or call the church office if you would like to 
cover a shift or two.  Thank you for participating! 

 

Giving Tree Schedule 2014 
 
The Giving Tree is a ministry of First Pres that 

gives Christmas gifts to children in 
need in the Prairie Central School 
District.  Each child receives a new 
shirt, a new pair of pants, and a toy of 
their choice.  Starting on November 
30th, the Christmas tree in the 

narthex will be covered in paper ornaments.  Each 
ornament represents a child in need that you can 
volunteer to shop for.  The ornaments have sizes 
and gift requests printed on them.  If you’d like to 
help with a monetary donation, but don’t want to 
do the shopping yourself, we have “designated 
shoppers” who will buy the gifts for you.  If you 
have any questions about the Giving Tree, please 
contact Pastor or Alyssa Homan.   
 
Nov. 30 to Dec. 14: Ornaments available for pick-
up in the narthex. 
 

December 20: “Wrapping Party” at 
6:00 p.m.  We will get together to 
organize the Friendship Room for the 
sorting of gifts and wrap the items 
purchased by the designated shoppers.  
Pizza will be served! 
 

 
December 21: Blessing of the gifts during worship, 
and “The Sort” after worship. 
 
Monday, December 22: Gift delivery at 8:00 a.m.  
“Santa’s Little Helpers” 
will be needed again this 
year to help deliver the 
gifts.  Delivery only 
takes about an hour, and 
maps and directions are 
provided.  Look for a 
sign-up sheet in the 
narthex as it gets closer. 

The 
Giving 
Tree 

Special Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, December 14th 

 
A Special Congregational Meeting will be held on 

Sunday, December 14th immediately following 
worship.  The purpose of this meeting is to hear 

and vote upon the Nominating Committee 
nominations for 2015 church officers.   



  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Wednesday Bible Study 
 

This group meets every Wednesday morning at 
9:00 a.m. in the church fellowship hall. They are 
studying the book Having a Mary Heart in a Martha 

World  by Joanna Weaver. 

Sunday Morning Adult Class 
 

The Adult Sunday School class meets on 
Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. in the Library.  

They are currently studying Psalms. 

Christian Education News 

John 3:16 
 

This group of couples with children meets once 
a month for fellowship and study.  Free 
childcare is provided.  They are studying a 
video on marriage called “Love & Respect.” 

  

 

John 3:16 will not meet in December. 

Koinonia“κοινωνία” 
 

A faith, food, and fellowship class aimed at 40-
50 something’s meets on the 1st Friday of the 
month.   

Koinonia will meet on  
Friday, December 5th @ 7:00 p.m. 

At the home of John & Connie Rich 
100 E. Ash St., Fairbury 

Spotlight on Sunday School 
 

This Month’s Focus:  
Hope Is Born 

Memory Verse: 
“And they will call him Emmanuel.”  

- Matthew 1:23 

Dec. 7: Mary and Joseph 

Dec. 14: Mary and Elizabeth 

Dec. 21: The Birth of Jesus 

Dec. 28: The Wise Men 

Sunday School Offering Mission Project 
 

This December, the children will be using their 
Sunday School offering to purchase gifts through the 
World Vision Gift Catalog.  World Vision provides 
farm animals to families in need to help them become 
self-sufficient.  For example, $25 will provide a 
family with two chickens, which gives them extra 
protein in the diet, as well the opportunity to send 
their children to school with the money they make 
selling extra eggs.  Anyone in the congregation is 
welcome to participate as well.  Please contact 
Robin Buchenau for more details. 

Christmas Program Practice 
 

Practice for this year’s Christmas program will be at 
8:45 a.m. every Sunday until the program on 
December 14th.  All the children have a part, so 
please try to have the children there on time so we 
can have enough time to rehearse. 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Session Summary 
 
Session took the following action at the November 
26th meeting which will affect the life and work of 
the church: 
 Motion approved for Robin Buchenau to use 

the Friendship Room all day on January 9, 2015. 
 Motion approved to amend the proposed 2015 

General Budget.  Receipts from Mission Fund 
lowered from $4,500.00 to $3,500.00.  
Expenditures by 2015 Mission Trip to Boulder, 
CO reduced from $4.500.00 to $3,500.00. 

 Motion approved to approve the amended 2015 
General Budget. 

 Motion approved to approve the updated 
Guidelines for Ministry and Administration 
Committee. 

 Motion approved to approve the 
recommendation of the Adult Sunday School 
Class of a disbursement from the Gertrude 
Bartlett Mission Trust of $1,566.65 to the PDA 
mission efforts relating to the flood disaster in 
Colorado. 

 Motion approved to call a Special 
Congregational Meeting for December 14, 2014 
after worship service to hear and act upon the 
Nominating Committee’s nominations for the 
2015 officers of the church. 

 Motion approved to give 2014 earnings from the 
Payne Pension fund to the Supplemental 
Pension portion of the Christmas Joy Offering. 

 Motion approved to set Rev. Homan’s 2015 
Housing Allowance at $7,500.00. 

 Motion approved to give the December 24th 
5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve offering to Designated 
Funds Mission Trip account for the 2015 
mission trip to Boulder, Colorado. 

 

 
 
 

Baby Blanket Sunday 
Sunday, December 7th 

 
The Deacons will present baby blankets on Sunday, 
December 7th during worship.  Blankets will be 
presented to four baby girls born in the last year: 
 Kaley Stuckey, daughter of Jason & Jennifer 

Stuckey 
 Lydia Clemons, daughter of Josh & Michelle 

Clemons 
 Kenadee Casson, daughter of Kent & Rebecca 

Casson 
 Elizabeth Moore, daughter of Corinne Moore 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

TREASURER'S REPORT 

10 Months Thru October 31, 2014 

        

    Actual Budget 

Income     

  Pledges 112,229 123,780 

  Non-Pledged 7,540 5,830 

  Per Capita 2,665 2,500 

  Interest on Checking 18 20 

  Use of Church 180 130 

  Special Reserve Fund Interest 1,431 2,920 

  Bequest/Memorial Funds 21,175 15,750 

     Total Income 145,238 150,930 

        

Expenses 149,537 148,554 

        

Excess (Shortage) (4,299) 2,376 

 

For unto us a child is born, 
Unto us a son is given. 



First Presbyterian Church         

101 East Elm Street          

Fairbury, IL  61739   

815-692-2963           

www.firstpresfairbury.org         

Return Service Requested 

http://www.firstpresfairbury.org/

