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Micah addresses the future of Judah/Israel after the 

Babylonian exile. Like Isaiah, the book has a vision 

of the punishment of Israel and creation of a 

"remnant,ò followed by world peace.  The people 

should do justice, turn to Yahweh, and await the end 

of their punishment.  However, whereas Isaiah sees 

Jacob/Israel joining "the nations" under Yahweh's 

rule, Micah looks forward to Israel ruling over the 

nations.   

 

During our sermon series, we will focus on the three 

main themes that stem out of Chapter six, verse 

eight.  Week one we will be focusing on ñDo 

Justice,ò and we will pour over section one of Micah 

(Chapters 1-2). 

 

The second week we will be focusing on ñLove 

Mercy,ò and we will pour over section two of Micah 

(Chapters 3-5). 

 

The third and final week, we will be focusing on 

ñWalk Humbly,ò as we pour over the third and final 

section of Micah (Chapters 6-7). 

 

I hope you will join us as we read this inspirational 

prophet.  I hope you will hear in it the message that 

has been given to us today, that we all should still 

desire to learn God's laws and live in peace, that we 

should stand against abuse, and that we should 

remember always where our true hope lies: in the 

Lord and not in ourselves.  Join us and learn more 

about the prophet Mikayahu. 

 

God bless, God keep, and God speed,      

 

Pastor Homan 
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An introduction to the Book of Micah: the book of 

Micah is one of fifteen prophetic books in the 

Hebrew bible/Old Testament, and the sixth of the 

twelve minor prophets.  It records the sayings of 

Mikayahu, meaning "Who is like Yahweh?," an 8th 

century (BC) prophet from the village of Moresheth 

in Judah.  The book has three major divisions, 

chapters 1-2, 3-5 and 6-7, each introduced by the 

word "Hear," with a pattern of alternating 

announcements of doom and expressions of hope 

within each division.   

 

Micah reproaches unjust leaders, defends the rights 

of the poor against the rich and powerful, and 

preaches social justice; while looking forward to a 

world at peace centered on Zion under the leadership 

of a new Davidic monarch. 

 

I introduce Micah to you all because he is the center 

of our sermon series this November! 

chapter six verse eight 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Isaiah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_bible
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Testament
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twelve_Minor_Prophets
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Judah


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION . . .  
Please join us in the Sacrament of Holy  

Communion Sunday, November 6th during the  

worship service.   

 

DEACONS PREPARING  

COMMUNION . . .  
For Sunday, November 6th are Rob and Liz Hobart. 

 

 

COMMUNION SERVERS . . .   
For Sunday, November 6th are J.D. Buchenau, Josh 

Clemons, Judy Zehr and Anne Nussbaum. 

 

 

DEACONS CALLING:   

 

November 6  Jack Mitchell 

   Doc Johnston 

November 13  Jennifer Stuckey 

   Todd Zehr 

November 20  Pat Kafer 

   Art Walter 

November 27  Todd Webster 

             Becky Webster 

 

 

DEACONS MEETING . . . 
The Deacons will meet Wednesday, November 16th 

at 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

TIME CHANGEé 
Daylight Saving Time ends on  

Sunday, November 6th. Remember 

to turn your clocks BACK one hour 

before retiring on Saturday night. 

 

 PRAYER CONCERNS . . .   
 

Shut-Ins and Nursing Home 

Residents, those in our 

church and community with 

great concerns upon their 

heart, our nation, our service 

men and women and their 

families, Mike & Michelle 

OôShea, Becky Brucker, 

Marilyn Dennis, Weston (son of Michelle 

Clemonsôs cousin), Pam Teske, Bill Winn and 

Kathy Gray. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 November 6 - Liturgist - George Fyke 

 

 November 13 - Liturgist - Ron Peters 

 

 November 20 - Liturgist - Lexy Hudgeons 

 

 November 27 - Liturgist - John Rich 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

There will not be a separate January newsletter this 

year.  Instead, the December and January  

newsletters will be combined into one newsletter in 

December.  Pastor Homan will be on vacation most 

of January, and the church office is going to be 

closed at the end of December so the Homanôs can 

enjoy some time at home with their new baby.  The 

newsletter will go back to normal in February.  If 

you have any articles that pertain to the December 

or January newsletters, please submit them to the 

church office by Wednesday, November 16th.  

Your understanding is very much appreciated!! 

Home Communion will be served Tuesday,  

November 15th. 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_4QKstI_eqbw/TOljESMYxcI/AAAAAAAAAb4/WMPTTkS62NM/s1600/hands-clasped-in-prayer.jpg


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYSé 
  4 ï Heather Kinate 

  6 ï Sally Emberton 

  7 ï Jenna Kilgus 

  8 ï Nathan Buchenau 

        Kasen Casson 

  9 ï Janelle Juneau 

10 ï Grant Ricketts 

11 ï Joe Small 

        Lori Peters 

13 ï Chuck Sasse 

14 ï Jane Casson 

15 ï Mike Addis 

16 ï Rick Dawson 

17 ï Tanya Enderli 

19 ï Alexys Hudgeons 

21 ï Anne Nussbaum 

24 ï Alexander Teske 

26 ï Max Moore 

30 ï Jamie OôDonnell 
 

(If we have omitted your birthday, please call the 

church office). 

 

BAPTISM DAY . . .  
November 5 -  Caden Addis 

November 13 -  Susan Starr 

November 17 -  Lisa Kilgus 

November 28 -  Doris Cox 

 

 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE  
Sunday, November 20th 

 

The Community Thanksgiving 

Service will be held on Sunday, 

November 20th at 6:00 p.m. at 

the Methodist Church. 

 

 

 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR WEBCASTING  
 

Did you know you can  

listen to our weekly  

worship services on the 

web?   You can download 

an MP3 version or listen to 

our streaming audio by  

visiting: 

www.firstpresfairbury.org 

and clicking on ñSermons.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY 
Sunday, November 20th 

 

The Deacons are designating the third Sunday of 

every month as Food Pantry Sunday. 

 

For the 3rd Sunday in 

November, the Food 

Pantry is asking for just 

about everything except 

green beans.  52 families 

came through the Food 

Pantry in October and 

cleaned out their shelves, so anything you can 

give is appreciated. 

 

This is a very simple way that we as a congregation 

can make a very big impact on the lives of several 

families in the community as we reach out in love 

and serve in Christôs name.  The Deacons thank you 

for your help with this project. 

 

 

CHANCEL FLOWERS  
Worship Committee is looking 

for someone to coordinate  the 

chancel flowers for 2012.  If 

you are interested in helping 

out, please contact J.D. 

Buchenau or any other member 

of Worship Committee. 

 
 

 

Our Mission Statement 

 

We, The First Presbyterian Church of Fairbury, 

Illinois through  

 

~ worshiping the God of love, 

~ inviting everyone to experience grace through    

   Christ, 

~ reflecting Christ in our daily lives, 

 

are working with God (the Holy Spirit) to make life 

improvements happen. 

 

 

ñWhere there is no vision, the people perish.ò 

(Proverbs 29:18, KJV) 

http://www.firstpresfairbury.org/


 

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS PW? 

 

It is you!  It is a church wide organization whose 

membership is open to all women who choose to par-

ticipate in or be supportive of the mission of PW in 

any way!  The coordinating team provides leadership 

for mission opportunities and fellowship activities 

that are open to all women of the church!  So please 

mark your calendars for the upcoming events and join 

us with some wonderful food and fellowship. 

November 5 ï LUNGevity 5K Run/Walk 

November 6 & 13 ï Thank Offering Sundays 

November 13, 20, & 27 ï Order Jar Mixes 

November 14 ï Fall Gathering 

December 6 ï PW Friends in Fellowship (assemble 

jars for distribution) 

December 11 ï Distribute jar mixes 
 

BLANKET SUNDAY  

 

Thank you to everyone for your generosity!  A num-

ber of blankets will be purchased through 

the Church World Service.  The Blanket 

Program supports a variety of self-help, 

textile-oriented development projects, and 

provides blankets for use in disaster situations by pur-

chasing close to disaster sites to speed delivery and to 

spur local economy. 

On November 5, the Central Illinois LUNGevity 5k 

Run/Walk will be held at Tipton Park North (2201 

Stone Mountain Boulevard in Bloomington).  The 

walk course is friendly to strollers, wheelchairs, and 

pets (as long as you clean up after them). Bid on the 

great silent auction items throughout the event. There 

will also be a raffle! Kids will enjoy the face-painting, 

nail-painting, and bounce house. 

 

PWCT will host/man the concessions stand at the 

event in honor of Sharon.  The PW will also have a 

team named "PW and Friends" so please contact 

Sandy Dawson if you are interested in pledging or 

how you can support the team.  This event will take 

place rain or shine.  Contact Michelle Clemons to 

learn how you can be a part of this special event! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

FALL GATHERING -- On Monday, November 14, 

the Presbyterian Women will be holding 

their fall gathering.  A short business meet-

ing and installation of officers will be fol-

lowed by a presentation from the ñLearn and Serve 

Bus Tripò participants who traveled with other area 

Presbyterian Women to the Church World Service Kit 

warehouse in New Windsor, Maryland. Watch for 

more details in upcoming bulletins. 

 

THANK OFFERING  

 

On November 6 and 13, envelopes will be available 

for the annual ñThank Offering.ò  The offering funds 

projects such as ag development, child care, commu-

nity organization, criminal justice, drug counseling, 

econonmic justice, elderly care, employment training, 

homelessness, literacy, violence and women's con-

cerns.  At least 40 percent of this offering supports 

health ministries throughout the world.  The remian-

ing 60 percent funds new creative ideas for mission.  

Will you consider a contribution? 

 

PW COORDINATING TEAM  

 

The next meetings of the PWCT is sched-

uled for November 6 in the Church Library 

following worship and November 29 at 

6:30 p.m. at the home of Lisa Kilgus with 

Liz Hobart providing devotions. 

 

Officers 

Sandy Dawson, Moderator (815-692-3658) 

Liz Hobart, Vice Moderator (309-723-6584) 

Anna McKeon, Secretary (309-212-1113) 

Ann Lage, Treasurer (309-723-4043) 

 

Together in Service Committee 

(Mission Opportunities) 

Alyssa Homan, Jennifer Stuckey, Michelle Clemons 

 

Search Committee 

Alma Augsburger 

 

Circle Representative 

Lisa Kilgus 
 

KITCHEN DUTY FOR NOVEMBER 

Connie Rich 



YOUTH FOOD DRIVE  
Sunday, November 20th 

 
On the afternoon of Sunday,  

November 20th the youth will 

again be conducting a Food Drive 

for the local Food Pantry.  If you 

wish to participate, simply place 

any non-perishable items in a bag 

on your front porch, and someone 

will stop by and pick them up.  

 

  

NEW BOOKS IN LIBRARY  

The church library has recently  

acquired two new books, Heaven is 

for Real by Todd Burpo and 90  

Minutes in Heaven Don Piper.  Check 

them out!! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Nov. 6:   Childrenôs Moment with Jane Casson 

    2nd Semester Sunday School Teacherôs    

    meeting after Worship 

Nov. 20: Youth Food Drive at 1:00 p.m. 

Nov. 27: 2nd Semester Sunday School Begins 

Dec. 4:   Childrenôs Moment with Jane Casson  

Dec. 11: Christmas Program 
 

 

 

POTATO  BAKE THANK YOU  

 

A special thank you to our wonderful 

church family for supporting the youth 

at the Potato Bake in October.  The 

youth have a financial goal to reach 

for their 2013 Triennium trip, and with 

your help, they are well on their way! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER/

HELPER MEETING  
Sunday, November 6th 

 

There will be a meeting for all 

Second Semester Sunday School 

teachers and helpers on Sunday, 

November 6th after worship in 

the Friendship Room.  Everyone 

involved with Second Semester 

Sunday School is asked to  

attend.  Reminder: the second semester of Sunday 

School will begin on Sunday, November 27th. 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Bible Study 

A small group meets every Wednesday  

morning in the church fellowship hall to study 

the bible. 

John 3:16 

A class aimed at 20-30 somethings will meet 

on November 10th at the church manse at 6:30 

p.m.  This group is studying  

Romans.  

KoinoniaòəɞɘɜɤɜɑŬó 
A faith, food, and fellowship class aimed at   

40-50 somethings will meet on Friday,  

November 11th at 7:00 p.m. at the home of 

Todd and Judy Zehr. 

Sunday Morning Adult Class 

Our Adult Sunday School class meets in the 

church library every Sunday morning.  This 

class is open to all.  They are studying In the 

Eye of the Storm by Max Lucado. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor 
Pastor Homan implemented the stewardship 

sermon series in October. 

He is planning a ñMicahò sermon series for 

November. 

He attended the PCCA meeting on October 

12th. 

He is beginning ñGiving Treeò sign-ups at 

the end of October. 

He is taking an online course on the New 

Form of Government. 

Buildings and Grounds  

A dehumidifier will be permanently          

installed in the Library to better control   

humidity in there. 

The committee approved some repairs to 

some lights and bathrooms in the manse. 

Deacons  
Updates were given on the shut-in list. 

The Deacons updated the Caring Meal   

Ministry list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Education 

A motion was approved to purchase the 

Christmas play, ñTiptoe to Bethlehemò and 

to give Robin Buchenau a discretionary 

budget to purchase supplies for the Sunday 

School Christmas program on December 

11th. 

The youth will be participating in the    

community Food Drive on November 20th. 

The library is purchasing two new books: 

Heaven is for Real by Todd Burpo and 90 

Minutes in Heaven by Don Piper. 

Congregational Life 

The planning of Trunk or Treat was         

discussed at great length with a detailed 

plan and budget presented. 

Congregational Life Committee decided to 

have one member of the committee present 

each Saturday morning for the ISU String 

Project.  

Ministry and Administration (did not meet) 

Mission and Stewardship (no report) 

Finance (did not meet) 

Nominating 

The committee filled the slate of officers for 

2012. 

Worship and Sacraments  
The organist will be ordering a cabinet to 

store music. 

The organ needs some repairs.  The       

Committee is getting quotes. 

The committee discussed upcoming pulpit 

supply days (January 1, 8, 15). 

  
Current as of 10/24/2011 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11 TH   ̧Our Nation recognizes  

Veterans Day.  We recognize all of the brave men and 

women of our congregation who have served our great 

nation.  Thank you for your service.  



TREASURERôS REPORT 
9 Months Thru September 30, 2011  

 
    Actual  Budget 
Income     
 Pledges   87,587  91,773 
 Non-Pledged       3,651    4,500 
 Per Capita       2,420    2,500 
 Interest on Checking       248       150 
 Special Reserve Fund Interest   2,597                 2,625 
 Bequest/Memorial Funds 15,665               14,725 
 Use of Church        130       225 
  Total Income             112,299             116,498  
 
Expenses                111,136             113,945 
 
Excess (Shortage)      1,163                 2,554            

   

     
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SESSION SUMMARY 
Session took the following action at the October 

18th meeting which will affect the life and work of 

the church. 

ü Motion approved to accept a onetime contract 

from Wicks Pipe Organ Company to service the 

organ (tuning and maintenance) for $640.00 

from the Ramseyer Piano and Organ Fund. 

ü Motion approved for Liz Hobart to use the 

Friendship Room on Saturday, November 12 

from 12:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

ü Motion approved to call a Special Congrega-

tional Meeting for December 11 after worship 

service to hear and act upon the Nominating 

Committeeôs nominations for the 2012 officers 

of the church. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
From Courtney Aberle 

Thank you so much for the care package.  I really 

appreciate everything you continue to do for me. 

 

From Rebecca Nussbaum 

Thank you all for the care package I received.  The 

cookies, snacks, and gift card were much appreci-

ated as always.  I am very fortunate to have such a 

caring and supportive church family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

OUR CHURCH  

WEBSITEôS  

NEW LOOK  

 
First Presbyterianôs website was recently rebuilt 

with a new look.  Unfortunately our old web server 

was hacked at the end of September, and they 

needed to completely delete our old website (along 

with 200 other websites on that server).  Since this 

was the second time in the last year that our web 

provider has been compromised, the decision was 

made to change web hosts.  The website is now 

hosted by Weebly, which has come recommended 

by several other churches in the area.  It is much 

more user-friendly, has better security, and is less 

expensive than our previous web host.  The only 

downside to the switch is that the look of the web-

site had to be completely redesigned from scratch.  

We invite you to check out the new look at 

www.firstpresfairbury.org.  We have done our best 

to get the website back up and running as quickly as 

possible.  There are still some minor tweaks that 

need to be made, and we appreciate your patience 

as we try to find time to work on it.  If you have 

any suggestions about what you would like to see 

on the church website, please contact Pastor or 

Alyssa Homan.  Thank you again for your  

understanding! 


